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A s many know I have a great fondness for cakes, and doughnuts are high on my list.  Vanilla, 
chocolate, apple or jam, they are all extremely good.  But jam is the best.  

But I have learned a lesson from a doughnut.  First of all the sugary outside is very thin 
and is quickly eaten through.  The doughy mixture that follows can be a bit bland but as I 

am working through that I have my mind on something far better.  The jam ð best of the lot.  It 
sometimes comes sooner than you think and is a bit of a surprise when it hits the mouth.  Without the 
jam centre I feel short changed.  

There are many content with a superficial faith ð a sort of faith 
for the good days when all is well.  A faith that marks others out 
of ten can be judgmental and easily offended and centers around 
church.  It is what I call ôchurchianityõ.  It is a sugary type of 
faith which does not last but can cause a bit of a mess.  

God calls us to work through the dough to get the prize within.  It 
can be hard going, working through big questions of faith, making 
time for house groups and worship, as well as oneõs own private 
time with God.  But, as is often the case with the doughnut, the 
prize comes sooner than you think when the deep, rich love of God breaks through the consciousness 
into the reality of faith.  God loves me ð yes me, Jesus died on the cross for me ð yes me.  I can begin 
again ð yes me.  Jesus is alive today.  He can change anyone.  

As we read this second annual report we can see much to rejoice over as our church continues to 
grow.  Our biggest danger, however, is that we stay with the superficial and forget that the Lord 
offers us a renewal so big, so broad, that nothing can compare with it.  And He calls us to share Him 
with others.  

In these last months we have been working at helping people grow in faith, going past the superficial.  
The Purpose Driven Life course which was used in every area of our church was an example of this.  
As we learn to grow in depth so comes the ability to share what we have and our focus will move 
somewhat to sharing the Christian faith by all means possible.  May God help us all to see our part in 
this.  

I wish to thank John and Angela Noel for their hard work in producing this report and to warmly 
thank Andrew for his colleagueship, as well as our special Church Stewards.  

Henry le Ruez  

Samares Methodist Church,  
 

Green Island, La Grande Route de la Côte, St Clement, JERSEY.  JE2 6FF 
Tel: 856048  Website: www.samares-methodist.org 

 
Minister: Rev. Henry le Ruez 

Camelia Cottage, La Rue de la Mer, St Peter, Jersey. 
JE3 7FJ  Tel: 481335  email: familyleruez@googlemail.com 

 
Sunday morning services (cafe style) 10:00.-.11:30 at the Eastern Good Companionõs Club, Rue de 

Maupertuis, St Clement 



COFFEE BUZZ 

Nearly every Friday morning we have opened the 

chapel door, put out the welcome sign and 

welcomed friends old and new to freshly brewed 

coffee, tea and home made cake.  A relaxed 

environment with a warm welcome helps to put 

people at their ease whether they have come each 

week or have made their first entrance.  

Coffee Buzz is one of our bridges to friendship 

with no hidden agenda, no strings attached.  Come 

and go as you please; you will always be welcome.  

Not surprisingly, the prayer meeting or communion service precedes the Coffee Buzz, as we ask 

the Lordõs blessing on this piece of outreach. 

We do not ask for any money toward the event, but the basket is never left empty and all gifts are 

put to the outreach work of the church.  A big ôThank youõ to the small group of ladies who bake all 

the cakes ð we would value more volunteers to spread the load as the ladies bake every week at the 

moment.  And thanks to the great team that keeps the show on the road.  

We always look for Coffee Buzz to grow.  The best way is by inviting someone else to come with 

you.  While we can have some quite full days there are still room for more.             Henry Le Ruez  

The year began with the 
Supplement to Schedule 
óAô (the annual property 
checklist which prompts the 
Property Steward(s) to do an 
inspection of the premises) 
being filled out and submitted to 
the Autumn Church Council for 
approval.  We are responsible 
for this as we have a duty to 
maintain the premises- the 
building belonging to the 
Methodist Church of Great 
Britain while the fixtures and 
fittings belong to the local 
church (Samares Methodist 
Church).  No serious defects 
were recorded. 

Throughout the year small 
maintenance tasks were carried 
as per usual. The largest task 
of the year was a new venture 
for us in working together with 

the Community Service branch 
of the Prison. The premises 
needed some re-decoration and 
accordingly we requested 
Community Service workers for 
this work.  Two workers were 
allocated, Lee and Mark, over 
the period May-August and in 
that time the hall was re-
decorated and the external 
colour scheme of the chapel 
was altered (with several other 
smaller jobs). Due to several 
factors, the work still has one or 
two more things to be done and 
these will be done when 
convenient.  

The other major piece of work 
for the year was in the 
developing of the PA system of 
EGC.  The arrangement for 
worship at EGC was changed 
so that a larger music group 

could be accommodated on the 
opposite side from the 
projector; this gave everyone a 
lot more (necessary!) space, 
but we still donôt have the ideal 
set-up in that the AV person 
who controls the sound levels 
cannot  hear  what  the 
congregation hears.  In this 
Autumn, Keith Smith and I plan 
to move the AV desk to the 
back of the hall with a new 
control desk enabling the AV 
person on duty to be able to get 
the sound levels right (this 
being more difficult with the 
increasing richness of the 
sound that the worship group is 
making).              

S. Higginson. 
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GRACE TRUST 

Established in 1999, Grace Trust is a registered 

Charitable Trust, which promotes Christian principles 

by providing both practical and personal help to some 

of the most vulnerable and needy  people of this lovely 

island.  We host a lunch every Saturday, usually at St 

Paulõs Church for the homeless, addicted, lonely and 

depressed and this attracts between 40 -50 people at 

the moment.   

We collect and 

deliver furniture 

and other quality 

household goods to the needy families and 

individuals of the island.  We also provide an 

advocacy service, which includes filling in forms, 

writing letters, accompanying  individuals and 

families to various agencies and giving advice.  As 

you may already know we deliver monthly groceries 

to low income families.  

May I take this opportunity to say 

ôthank youõ to your wonderful team 

who pack the goods each month.  

Without volunteers such as yourselves 

Grace Trust would not be able to help 

the people we do at the moment and I 

look forward to working with you in 

the future.  Thank you for your 

continued support.  

Most days we visit the homeless and 

addicted on the streets, providing 

support, advice, help and big listening 

ears. 

Finally, we are able to help and offer support to 

the prison inmates through the Market Place 

project and prison visits.  

We are always looking for volunteers.  Should 

any of these projects appeal to you please let 

Henry le Ruez or John Noel know.   

Once again many thanks for your support, it is 

much appreciated by everyone involved with 

Grace Trust.      God bless.  

Gerry Padden,                          General  Manager  

Friday morning ÷ Jack unpacking supplies 

Over 300 bags of goods ready for delivery from Samares Church 

Friday afternoon ÷ Malcolm and Jenny filling bags 

A fleet of ødeliverersù distribute the bags on Saturday morning 


