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Samares Methodist Church 

Annual Report 2008/9 

We believe God answers prayer.  If you would like us to pray for 

you, please call our dedicated  PRAYERLINE  85 60 48 

Rev. Henry Le Ruez,  
Dear Friends 
 
We have now been using the Eastern Good Companions Club (EGCC) premises for Sunday 
worship for 2½ years and it seems like we have always been there.  I should like at the outset 
to offer my sincere thanks to Rotary for accommodating us so reasonably and with such co-
operation and sympathy to what we seek to be and do.  In particular Elaine Griffin and John 
Reed have become true friends of the church and we appreciate all they do for us. 
 
The 12 months covering this report have seen us both in the teaching on a Sunday morning 
and in house groups how to grow in the Christian life.  We have, in addition, a strong following 
in both Baby Buzz and Coffee Buzz and in our input into Grace Trust.  The frustration is in 
being seemingly restricted in our use of the EGCC because it is so well occupied in its natural 
function.  While we are able to use our chapel premises we are not connecting well in the 
estate in which we worship.  The long term housing development plans may or may not 
contain adequate community space which we might accommodate and certainly east of the 
EGCC there is nothing at present and nothing planned.  Nevertheless we must find ways of 
sharing the love of Christ in the estate and the present visitation led by Andrew, together with 
his wider research will assist in understanding the felt needs in the different areas around the 
EGCC.  This is a real focus for prayer and I am confident that we will see some breakthrough in 
the short term. 
 
In the meantime we have had great fun in our first concert last May, enjoyed some excellent 
meals together and supported each other in various ways.  A substantial part of Andrewùs 
salary for the current year was pledged from within the congregation over the course of only 
two weeks, with the balance offered by the Methodist Circuit and District.  Gram Seed and his 
team were brought over to serve in the prison in June financed by this church and we had a 
very special service with them on the Sunday.  Shaun still organises the monthly bowling event 
and Alan encourages people to go to the Menùs Meeting at Le Hocq with its excellent 
speakers.  We are building up our music group seeking to lead congregation worship.  There 
are also those who serve in a variety of ways, often unrecognised, but are all appreciated.  
There have been Youth Keswick, Soul Survivor and associated opportunities for the teenage 
end of the church.  The Lord has blessed us greatly. 
 
And much more for 2010!  
 
Finally may I record my continual debt of gratitude to the Stewards and to Andrew for their 
wisdom in the life of the church; to all who have contributed to this report and to John and 
Angela for producing it. 
 
Henry Le Ruez 
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LOCAL COMMUNITY  

 
This year there are two primary developments 

regarding our ongoing community work:  
 

A ~ St. Clement Parish Hall has set up a Community 

Support Team, to óplug the gapsô in helping needy 
residents particularly since the changes to social 

security support. It aims to link up the various groups 
that provide social provision and private individuals 

willing to give of their time and skills. This growing 
project is now being studied by other Parishes for 

future island wide implementation.  

 
I am part of this team and as such our Church has 

recently started to receive requests from the Parish. 
For example I received a call from the Parish inquiring 

if Grace Trust could provide food for a single mum and 

four kids as the mum is struggling to pay bills. In this 
instance we as a church will be able to help with food 

aid directly, because of our contributions to Harvest 
thanksgiving. 

 
The opportunity to become a helper is available to any 

member of our congregation. The immediate need 

however is for volunteers who are willing to assist the 
Parish in processing Swine flu inoculations should 

there be an epidemic (folk born before 1957 are 
particularly favoured as they will probably already have 

immunity).   

 
Another area of need is providing transportation for 

older folk when for example they need to collect 
prescriptions etc. This will become a particular issue 

when the dispensing chemist at Marks and Spencer 

closes and the new one opens at Checkers which will 
be much further away for those living local to the 

Samares area. To help in this instance volunteers will 

need a CRB check and will need to inform their Car 
insurance companies of the additional use (the 

companies have not made any increase in premiums 
so far).  

 

B ~ Pathfinders is a team within the church who are 
responsible for completing questionnaires in the local 

community. Our aim is to ask locals to identify any 
needs they feel would benefit them, their families and 

their community. The results will be a helpful tool for 
the church in understanding what the ófeltô needs are 

and how we might be able to meet those needs. 

Additionally it helps with profiling the church, making 
contacts, and assisting, if requested with particular 

personal needs.   
 

Most people are happy to answer the simple 

questions. Indeed sometimes itôs hard to get folk to 
stop chatting! Eight of us go out on the doors, with 

the core team at present coming mainly from the 
youth and their leaders. I remain hopeful that others 

from the wider body of the church will be interested in 
taking up this challenge. The team so far is: Hannah, 

Leandro, Esther, Ben, Rosie, Jayne, Reg (data 

compiler), Monica and Andrew. 
 

Here are a couple of comments from Young 
volunteers: 

 

ñWe really feel like we know some of the community 
now.ò 

 
ñItôs great fun stretching out to the wider community, 

you can make friends that way.  

 
Andrew Bird 

Baby Buzz report 2009  

After starting the Parent and Toddler group in early 2007 our numbers have grown and there 

can sometimes be as many as 30 adults and children present. Each September is slightly 

different as the older ones move on to nursery which makes room for the younger ones to come 

in. 

The morning starts at 9.30 with free time for the children to play with the many & varied toys 

that are set out whilst the adults chat together over tea & coffee. At the same time, there is 

a table for colouring / craftwork and drinks & snacks for the children to enjoy. At 11am we tidy 

the toys away and enjoy some lively music on CD called òJump for Jesusó which has us jumping, 

hopping & clapping. This is so popular that it has become our theme tune and easily recognised 

by the children.  

We then relax with story time, which is sometimes a Bible story, and singing songs before 

bringing the busy morning to a close in having fun with lots of soft, coloured balls.  

M. Higginson  
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WIDER CHURCH COMMUNITY 
 
Fresh United is the interdenominational banner 
under which many churches with young people in 
Jersey join up for regular events, giving mutual 
encouragement and support. Our key aim is to see the 
gospel of Jesus Christ coming alive in the Young 
People of Jersey.  I now have a joint oversight role 
with Fresh United seeking to facilitate further 
opportunities.  
 

---*** --- 
Monica and I play a major role (along with others) in 
co-ordinating Youth Keswick. This year was 
particularly successful with 120+ youth and leaders 
taking part in a packed weekend in early July which 
included loud worship and fast paced presentations 
ÆÏÃÕÓÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ  ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ Ȭ4ÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ,ÏÖÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭȢ 
 
Weaving through the weekend were quieter more 
reflective times. Particularly popular was a focus on 
prayer and how to listen to God. The small group 
sessions encouraged many to pursue God in a new, 
more open and creative way. Journals were provided 
to allow the youth to map out their thoughts, feelings 
and ideas as they journeyed though Youth Keswick 09. 
 

Beach Olympics under the banner of Fresh United, 
took place on late August Bank Holiday. It was a 
scorching day for the Olympics which encouraged 
many congregations to pack a picnic and cheer on 
their team. With a jovial audience competition was 
soon fierce but good natured. The eight events 
included everything from Catapult Catch (an 
enormous catapult, that fired water bombs which 
then needed to be caught in buckets over 50 meters 
away) to Crab Football and Volley Ball using a giant 
beach ball. 
 

Every team was a winner with prizes for all, but the 
Gold medallists where 
St. Pauls closely followed by St. Johns in Silver, with 
third and forth places going to Samares (Be defined) 
and St. Martins Methodist respectively.  Festivities 
ended with a mass swim for many and anticipation of 
the next Fresh United event. 
 

--- *** --- 
Andrew & Monica 
On a personal note this year has seen me complete 
the course to be an accredited local preacher. Being 
ÏÎ 0ÌÁÎ ÁÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÅÁÎÓ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ 
preach at many different Methodist Churches 
regularly. Preaching is a particular passion of mine so I 
do appreciate the enthusiasm and encouragement I 
receive from island wide churches.  
 
On September 24th the Circuit Stewards who 
represent the different Methodist churches around 
ÔÈÅ ÉÓÌÁÎÄ ÍÅÔ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ /ÕÅÎȭÓ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔȢ !Ô ÔÈÉÓ 
meeting I gave a presentation which was then 
followed by a vote from the 60 representatives who 
were unanimous in recommending that I be able to 
pursue Ordination into the Methodist Ministry. This is 
the start point of a lengthy selection process of 
having to complete many reports and interviews 
which continue through to mid April 2010. After that 
(should I complete the full process) a decision will be 
taken about my future direction.  
 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who 
regularly prays for Monica and me and 
supports us in practical ways. 
 
Andrew & Monica 
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SAMARES CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

Sunday School  has had a few additional members this year with an age range between three and sixteen. We 
are very thankful that Jayne has joined the leadership team and has quickly become integrated into the work. We 

are also grateful to Sally for her willingness to step-in 
from time to time.   

This year we have particularly focused on the life of 
Christ and in more recent times have studied a number 
of parables seeking to find practical applications to 
everyday situations at home and school. 

Here are a few comments from those attending:- 

ñSunday School rocks !ò 

ñWe study different topics in the bible and we use 
different ways to learn such as video, work-sheets and 
discussionò. 

ñWe have fun and work hard at the same timeò. 

 

Be Defined continues to be the churches popular youth Bible study group, and is held at our new flat attached to 
the back of Ebenezer Methodist Church. We seek to grow and deepen in personal faith and additionally take full 
advantage of Fresh United events. The big highlight for us all this year has been Soul Survivor. 

This year we have looked at the series óA Case for Christô. Lee Strobel a former legal journalist, a one-time atheist 
asks tough questions and provides fascinating historical evidence in the quest for the truth about Jesus.  

 

Soul Survivor is an annual youth conference held at the Bath and West Show ground in Somerset. It was 
attended by some ten thousand young people from across the country who camp out in fields around the main 
venue. 

Worship services where morning and evening, 
with the latest worship music lead by gifted 
teenagers and preaching from top 
international speakers, but most importantly 
there was a sense of the manifest presence of 
God. We waited on God and were welcomed 
to respond to His presence and call.  Although 
these services would last between two and 
three hours no one wanted to leave.  

In between times there was a vast mix of 
possibilities to explore. This Included relaxing 
cafes, energetic sports, a massive series of 
seminars and even a cinema. A particular 
favourite with our group where the late night 
gig venues with top Christian bands such as 
29

th
 Chapter, Bandwithnoname and LZ7. 

Our appreciation goes to all those who upheld 
us in prayer through this faith adventure. We 
are also grateful for the financial donation from Jersey Methodist Circuit, private donations from Samares Church 
members, parents and those who supported fund raising efforts.  

Here are testimonies from the young people:- 

ñI saw the power of God around people in the big top. I liked the modern songs with clear, straightforward 
lyrics. Chapter 29 and their new song, Invincible will be a hit! ò  

ñI enjoyed the atmosphere of worship and seeing the different ways people expressed the presence of God 
in them. I enjoyed the different bands and having people from all around the world to speak. The many 
different workshops through the day were also good.ò   

ñI liked it all, feeling peaceful the whole time and having nothing to worry about all weekò.  

ñI found it really inspiring and feel that bit closer to God. The teaching was personal and realisticò.  

ñI learnt some spiritual things. I was able to sort out issues and problems from the past and feel much better 
and hopeful for the futureò. ñIt was good worship and I felt a calm atmosphere, like I really belonged here.ò  


